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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as 
provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it 
MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Jon H. Beaupre on 12/16/2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

The claims: 

Rewrite claim 14: 

An automobile interior molded panel comprising: 
a rigid substrate having a first substrate surface and a second 
substrate surface hav i ng generally opposed to the first substrate surface; 

a composite pad supported by the substrate, the pad comprising a 
non-impregnable laver of an elastomeric material and an impregnable layer 
adjacent the non-impregnable layer, the impregnable layer including a 
reticulated foam resin material such that at least a portion of the substrate 
extends into the impregnable layer and extends adjacent to sides of the 
impregnable layer, the non-impregnable layer being disposed adjacent the 
first substrate surface and the non-impregnable layer having a first non- 
impregnable layer surface facing away from the impregnable layer and the 
substrate, and a second non-impregnable layer surface generally opposite 
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the first non-impregnable layer surface, the first substrate surface and the first 
non-impregnable layer surface facing in the same general direction; and 

a cover skin disposed over and directly bonded to the first substrate 
surface and the first non-impregnable layer surface of the pad. 

Rewrite claim 17: 

The panel of claim 16 wherein the non-impregnable layer is made of 
an elastomeric foam material. 
Rewrite claim 19: 

The panel of claim 18 wherein the composite pad has a Shore A 
hardness of about 35-70 when m e asur e measured according to ASTM No. 
D2240. 

Rewrite claim 21: 

An automobile interior molded panel comprising: 
a rigid substrate; 

a preformed composite pad including a non-impregnable layer and an 
impregnable layer; 

a cover skin disposed over and bonded to the substrate and the pad, 
wherein the cover skin is directly bonded to at least a portion of the non- 
impregnable layer of the pad and a portion of the substrate; 

wherein the impregnable layer is made of reticulated resin material 
having an amount of pores per inch of about 1 to 100 and a foam density of 
about 1,5 to 2.5 pcf; 
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wherein the non-impregnable layer is made of elastomeric foam 
material; 

wherein at least a portion of the rigid substate is present substantially 
throughout the impregnable layer; and 

wherein at least a portion of the rigid substrate is adjacent to sides of 
the impregnable layer. 

Rewrite claim 22: 

An automobile interior molded panel comprising: 
a rigid substrate; 

a composite pad comprising a non-impregnable layer of an elastomeric 
material and an impregnable layer including a reticulated foam resin material 
defining a network within the reticulated material; 

a cover skin disposed over and directly bonded to at least a portion of 
the substrate and at least a portion of the non-impregnable layer of the pad; 

wherein at least a portion of the rigid substrate is present substantially 
throughout the network of the impregnable layer. 

Rewrite claim 24: 

The panel of claim 22 wherein the non-impregnable layer is made of 
an elastomeric foam material. 
Rewrite claim 25: 

The panel of claim 22, the reticulated material having an amount of 
pores per inch of about 1 to 100 and a foam density of about 1 .5 to 2.5 ecf 
and the non-impregnable layer including a an elastomeric foam material. 
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Rewrite claim 29: 

An automobile interior molded panel comprising: 
a rigid substrate; 

a composite pad comprising a non-impregnable layer of an elastomeric 
material and an impregnable layer including a reticulated foam resin material 
defining a network within the reticulated material; and 

a cover skin disposed over and directly bonded to at least a portion of 
the substrate and at least a portion of the non-impregnable layer of the pad; 
wherein at least a portion of the rigid substrate is adjacent to sides 
of the impregnable layer and wherein at least a portion of the rigid substrate 
is present substantially throughout the network of the impregnable layer. 

Rewrite claim 32: 

The panel of claim 30 wherein the non-impregnable layer is made of a 
an elastomeric foam material. 
Rewrite claim 36: 

The panel of claim 14 wherein the non-impregnable layer and the 
impregnable layer of the pr e form e d composite pad are connected. 
Cancel claim 37. 
Rewrite claim 38: 

The panel of claim 22, wherein the impregnable layer comprises a 
porous material and the non-impregnable layer comprises an elastomeric 
foam-type material. 

Rewrite claim 39: 
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The panel of claim 29, wherein the non-impregnable layer cx)mprises 
an elastomeric foam-type material. 
Rewrite claim 40: 

The panel of claim 29, wherein the impregnable layer comprises a 
porous material the non-impregnable layer comprises an elastomeric foam- 
type material. 

Reasons for Allowance 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Applicants* amendment and Examiner's amendment are sufficient to 
overcome the art rejections and sufficient to place the instant claims in 
condition for allowance. None of the prior art taken individually or collectively 
teach or suggest the automotive interior molded panel comprising 
a rigid substrate; 

a composite pad comprising a non-impregnable layer of an elastomeric 
material and an impregnable layer including a reticulated foam resin material; 

a cover skin disposed over and directly bonded to at least a portion of 
the substrate and at least a portion of the non-impregnable layer of the pad; 

wherein at least a portion of the rigid substrate extends into the 
impregnable layer. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted 
no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, 
should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be 
clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hai Vo whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1485. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday, from 6:00 to 2:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris can be reached on (571) 272-1478. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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REPLY UNDER 37 CF.R. §1.116 

In response to the Final Office Action mailed October 7. 200i>, Applicants 
respectfully submit this paper comprising the following parts: 

I. Listing of Claims, beginning on page 2; 

II. Remarks, beginning on page 7. 

Applicants note that the Transmittal to which this paper is attached Includes a 
Certificate of Facsimile Transmission under 37 C.F.R §18; and a ft»e statement 
calculating any fee(s) presently due in connection with the filing of this paper, along 
with an authorization to charge any fee deficiency to the deposit account of 
Applicants assignee, Visteon Global Technologies, Inc., Deposit AccDunt No. 06- 
1500. 
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I. Ustfnq of Claims 

1-13. (Cancelled) 

l^^JAr^ (Previously Presented): An automobile interior molded panel 
comprising: 

a rigid substrate having a first substrate surface and a second 
substrate surface generally opposed to the first substrate surface; 

a composite pad supported by the substrate, the pad iX)mpri8ing a 
non-impregnable layer and an impregnable layer adjacent the non-jmpregnable 
layer, the impregnable layer including a reticulated material such thiit at least a 
portion of the substrate extends into the impregnable layer and extend:; adjacent to 
sides of the impregnable layer, the non-ihipregnable layer being disposed adjacent 
the first substrate surface and the non-impregnable layer having a first non- 
Impregnable layer surface fadng away from the impregnable layer and the 
substrate, and a second non-impregnable layer surface generally opposite the first 
non-impregnable layer surface, the first substrate surface and the first non- 
impregnable layer surface facing in the same general direction; and 

a cover skin disposed over and bonded to the first subs xate surface 
and the first non-Impregnable layer surface of the pad. 
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15. (Cancelled) . 

(Previously Presented): The panel of claim X the reticukited material 
having an amount of pores per inch of about 1 to 100 and a foam density of about 
1.5 to 2.5 pcf. 

3 ^ 

(Previously Presented): The panel of claim wherein the non- 
impregnable layer is made of elastomeric foam material. 

^>er (Previously Presented): The panel of claim ^^T' wherein at least a 
portion of the rigid substrate is present throughout the impregnable layer 

-2- 
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r if 

(Original): The panel of daim ys wherein the composite pad has a 
Shore A hardness of about 35-70 when measure according to ASTM N<i. D2240. 

(o ^ 
2fi. (Original): The panel of claim wherein the molded panel has a 

Shore A hardness of about 45-70 when measured according to ASTT/I No. D2240 

while measuring along a line that intersects the composite pad. 

^ ^ (Previously Presented): An automobile interior molded panel 
comprising: 

a rigid substrate; 

a preformed composite pad Including a non-impregnable layer and an 
impregnable layer; 

a cover skin disposed over and bonded to the substrate and the pad; 

wherein the cover skin is bonded to at least a portion of the non- 
impregnable layer of the pad and a portion of the substrate; 

wherein the Impregnable layer is made of reticulated msiterial having 
an amount of pores per inch of about 1 to 100 and a foam density of ab')ut 1.5 to 2.5 
pcf; 

wherein the non-impregnable layer is made of elastomeric foam 

material; 

wherein at least a portion of the rigid substrate is present substantially 
throughout the impregnable layer; and 

wherein at least a portion of tile rigid substrate is adjacent to sides of 
ttie impregnable layer. 

' (Currentiy Amended): An automobile interior mc»lded panel 

comprising: 

a rigid substrate; 

a composite pad comprising a non-impregnable layer and an 
impregnable layer including a reticulated material defining a network within the 
reticulated material; 

a cover skin disposed over and bonded to at least a p-artion of the 
substrate and at least a portion of ttie no n-impreonable layers the pad; 

-3- 
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Wherein at least a portion of the rigid substrate is preseni substantially 
throughout the network of the impregnable layer. 

|3 \Z 

jaef (Previously Presented): The panel of daim^ the reticulated material 
having an amount of pores per inch of about 1 to 100 and a foam density of about 
1.5to2.5pcf. 

(Previously Presented): The panel of dalm^^wheRjin the non- 
impregnable layer is made of elastomeric foam material. 

15 (-2 

(Previously Presented): The panel of daim ^^the reticul ated material 
having an amount of pores per inch of about 1 to 100 and a foam density of about 
1.5 to 2.5 and the non-impregnable layer induding a elastomeric foam material, 

^ (Previously Presented): The panel of daim ^wherein thie composite 
pad has a Shore A hardness of about 35-70 when measured according :o ASTM No. 
D2240. _ 

I'' IS 

^ (Previously Presented): The panel of daim ^ wherein the molded 
panel has a Shore A hardness of about 45-70 when measured accord ng to ASTM 
NO. D2240 while measuring along a line that intersects the composite p;ad. 

26. (Cancelled) 

^ (Currently Amended): An automobile Interior melded panel 
comprising: 

a rigid substrate; 

a composite pad comprising a norvimpregnable laver and an 
impregnable layer Including a reticulated material defining a networ< within the 
reticulated material; and 

a cover skin disposed over and bonded to at least a ptjrtion of the 
substrate and at least a portion of the non-lm pregnable laver of the pad; 
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wherein at least a portion of the rigid substrate is adjacent to #»e sides 
of the impregnable layer and wherein at least a portion of the rigid substrate is 
present substantially throughout the network of the impregnable layer. 

(Previously Presented): The panel of claim ^ the reticulated material 
having an amount of pores per Inch of 1 to 100 and a foam density o1 about 1.5 to 
2.5 pcf. 

31. (Cancelled): 

(Currently Amended); The panel of claim [[31]] 2Q whe*ein the non- 
impregnable layer is made of a elastomeric foam material. . 

(Previously Presented): The panel of dalm^^pa^ereln Uie composite 
pad has a Shore A hardness of about 35-70 when measured according to ASTM No. 
D2240. 

(Previously Presented): The panel of claim ^whereiri the molded 
panel has a Shore A hardness of about 45-70 when measured accorcing to ASTM 
No. D2240 while measuring along a line that intersects the composite piid. 

35. (Cancelled) * 

7 

(Previously Presented): The panel of claim ^^Kwhenain the non- 
impregnable layer and the impregnable layer of the preformed comp<«ite pad are 
connected. 

I* 

37. (Previously Presented): The panel of claim ^^sTv^^ieruIn the non- 
impregnable layer comprises an elastomeric foam-type material. 

^>36. (Previously Presented): The panel of claim ^ tvherein the 
impregnable layer comprises a porous material and the non-impreanabte layer 
comprises an elastomeric foam-type material. 
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(Previously Presented): The panel of cJaim ^^wheraln the non- 
impregnable layer comprises an elastomeric foam-type material. 

^ (Previously Presented): The panel of claim ^ wherein the 
impregnable layer comprises a porous material and the non-impregnable layer 
comprises an elastomeric foam-type material. 

py, (Previously Presented): The panel of cfalm wherein the pad 
extends along only a portion of the substrate. 

(Previously Presented); The panel of claim ><rwhereln trie cover skin 
is a polymeric layer. 

|o J 

" ^ (Previously Presented): The panel of claim >r wherein tfe composite 

pad is preformed. 
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